
UK' 2. 'HE sfofr, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER,' 1, ! 1896.

Vf'' BOHR KKW BOOKS,

mLWt Jlora.
BsHJK. '

The third of the volumes on Roman Poett of
V1ByJ ' the Republlo and AugusUn Ac, planned by

BHF ' Prof. W. Y. Seli-ai- c Is allotted to Hordes and
YftYJJ ' the Kltglae Pott (Macmlllnns). This !s a post--

'iHfYJJI liumouawork, and was left uncompleted at tho

Dl ' author's death. Nevertheless, ths chapters on

mK ' ' Horace and four chapters on the eltftlao poU,
PBgl.f although they doubtless would hav. o received

lYtplf - some revlslonal touches, had the author lived,

Hff'II ''

had been written out continuously for the
Krf printer. The page devoted to Ovid, on the
Bi"t fuother band, represent only notea made for chap
K'$K .'ten which were Intended to be on the tame acate

KfV an the others. These notes leave parte of the
Hfc&f ' i cubct nntouohed, the biography of Ovid,

Ktf 'or example, and his latur poems. These
HHw ' shortcomings might havolbeen made Rood

HK h to some extent by reprintlne the essay

B! rn Ovid contributed by Mr. Sellar to the
Btv'i JlncyolopirdlaBrllannlca. But, upon the whole.

HV r t was thought better to add nothing except the
Hffi, meroly formal modifications needed to plecenut
Bj or arrange aomo of the more fragmentary paa--

HHJJ? ft' ' aages. In the present notice we shall pais over

HKf vtlie eleglao poeta and confine onraehes to two
Htf Si or three of the more striking features of thatH, . part of the book, cotdprlslng some 300 panes. In

H'i i. which the writings of Horace are discussed. In
HEr I the six chapters devoted to this purpose, the
Bu v Satires, Epistles, the Are Poetic, the Kpodes,

H t and the Odes are separately examined, and their
H f author, after the fact relating to hla life have
Ki ')" been set forth. Is carefully considered In his
Hft f I several capacities of Ironical observer, moralist,
H$ I "literary critic, and lyrical poet. It Is the per- -

K f j aonal characteristics of Horace, as these may
Btf Si , bo gathered from his compositions, on which w

Kt it ..snail chiefly dwell, premising, however, that. In
Hff V , 'his various works, we have plotures of himself,
Hjr j" painted at different periods. Inasmuch as his

K m- X. literary activity began In 41 B. C, when he was
Hb J', but B4 years old. and continued until he died. In
Hg Jf C f the year 8 B. C, only a tew weeks after the
Bt' vfttf, death of his friend, Mnconas. There Is, no
Br' i doubt, a certain amount of apparent dlscrep--

BBk ancy between these pictures. It Is hard to real- -
HBub . ire. for instance, that the author of some
HK If ' of the Epode Is the same man who wrote

Rft i'l, the first book of the Epistles. In trying to
Hfc. 1 call up to ourselves his personal appear- -

mm j? ance. we must take Into account not only his
R,i Ironical ermjxr dertoor, "al- -

Hv? fty ways a mocker," was bis own comment on
fftj ti.i himself but ihe outward changes which time

HHM1 3Jp reproduced upon him. Thus when he speaks of
H" tjjf himself at the age of 40 or 45 as plngucm et
mWX 5j '. vtttfdum, bene rurata cute "fat and sleek, with
Hfi''- - J ' akin well groomed," and as corporis exigui, pm
H i ranum, "of alender frame, and prematurely
K rt ' bald," and hints at his indolent and valetudi- -
K? 'jti uarlan habits, wa do not easily associate such a
mjf; ' A. figure with the enthusiasm of a great lyrical
K?, ,' poet, or with the wreaths of flowers which play
K. f so conspicuous a part in hla convivial odes.
Kj W- ' "We can correct this picture, however, by

V &T glimpses which he affords us of his appear- -
K': Hp ance in youth, of "the black hair clustering
K-- of' , round his narrow forehead " (a trait of beauty
K) L 0,ln a Roman, as their bast show that their

H f foreheads wera generally low and broadband
mS, i (hy the thought of thedaya when hla "soft
B? A r accents and sunny smile"' were welcome at the

BS' & i banp.net, and when It became him to "wear a
H(p f toga of delicate texture," and to have his hair,
Hy X of ter the fashion of the time, "icllatenlng with
By & r tmsuents." We have to remember also that.
Ha. 'f If it was not in hla gTacef nl yonth that he sang
Hk f of lore and wine. It was then, at least, that
Hf V lie lived tbe Ufa whleh he was after- -
Br. ?S i ward to reproduos) in his lyrical compositions.

fcf. ( At the stags whan it la possible to know htm
Bjs ' 'best that is.'inHhe maturity of bis productive
HJ: M& powers be had lost, together with the grace and
BL-'xroJ-

?
adventurous activity of youth, much, also, of ita
sin and passion: bat tie regarded the loss aa

fHHB' ..well compensated by the phlloeophlo mindHHR ' which years had brought tand by the consclous- -

HHVl '' " Besaotbeoomlnclen(orctmsor."aklndllerand
HKb' Xrv abetter man." It la at this stage that one gains

HHBf best lmaca of Horace, though it Is possible
HHBjg to trac) through all tha previous stages bow he
HHBi cam to be what ha then was.

j' Considered as a man, tha Intellectual quality
h;A , jvbloh distinguished Horace above all hla count-

s". (rymen was hlsrony.. We have already quoted
! the comment on himself, which he attribute
V, to on of the speakers In hla satires. This
S: .Irony Is as conspicuous in hi judgment and
4 statements about himself as about other people.
it He did not want to think, himself, or to allow
j! I others to think him. better than. In his heart,
jf he knew himself to be. Tho perfect and almost
Ri cynical frankness with which Horace reveals
pt himself at once inspires confidence; and
k this confidence deepens Into a strong
isl conviction of the truth of his delineation of him-v-

self. If one haa to qualify by snbsequent re- -'

Ti ''flection the Immediate impression of his tern--
!per and character, derived from his WTltlngs, It

, Is by making that impression more favorable to
him. From the ethical point of view the most

It marked characterise of tbe man was his self- -
V dependence. He Judged of things for himself,
j. and refused to measure what was good or evil

by the standards common among hla country- -
, men. Again, while he thankfully enjojed all

V outward advantages, his aim waa to be lnde- -'
pendent of them for his happiness. He desired

U. to regulate hla life by reason, to introduce con-j- yj

elstency into his desires and pursuits, to
j M know what ha really cared for, and to limit
, ,! -- tils efforts to attain them. To "live for hlm- -

tg 'self " that. Is not to live In selfish isolation, but
& to be trne to his own nature, to be what he was
tf meant to be, and not to try to be or seem any- -
jf thing else and to be independent of fortune.
'M was the sum of his philosophy. This doctrine
ft was not learned from the schools, but was
jp gathered from reflection on the experience of
P life. Homethlng he had learned from tbe

teaching of his father, who, although of servile
V; origin, aeema to have been a worthy, sagacious,
Z and pious man: something, also, from tbe ex- -

M ample and precept of such men as the sturdy
W and thrifty, yet genial, Italian yeoman, Ofellus.
Vfe But the spirit of Independence was Inborn In

' R him. It may be traced In the account
m he gives of his way of life In Rom

fjt and in tbe country. It may be seen.
Ill combined with the poetlo impulse, In bis
Wf 'love for lonely ramblea among tbe bills andtj woods, such as be describes In the twenty-seo- -

Wf oud ode of the first book and the thirty-fift- h of
M , the third. So far aa Horace's choice of a mode

& of life was Influenced by books, it Is to tbe reo--
. ord which Lucillus had made of his own life In

W i his Satires that Mr. Sellar would ascribe one
J& at least of the forces which moulded the char--

fp aeter of the younger poet. The attraction
J which the satirist of the republlo had for

g the satirist of the Augustan age waa per- -
W aonal aa well as literary. There Is a
W tone of sympathy with the man in the often- -
IV i quoted lines, JUe vtlutfldU arcana tndalibu oUm
f, ' ercoVbatJtoril, "He.ln that elder time, used to
Jt ' confide his ssorets to his writings, a one might
j to faithful boon companions." It Is pointed out
M by Mr. Sellar that all which Is known of Lucll- -
W lus from anolent testimony and from tbe frag- -
Z meats of his writlngs-h- ls and his
W critical attitude toward the world around him,
T his Intimacy with tbe best men of his time, his

t " love of independence, his enjoyment of eocloty,
, fk and the pleasure which he fonnd Inwlthdrawlng
; f , himself Into "some quiet haven," his content- -
', ffl r raent and love of simple fare, his freedom from
'. Kj , all pedantry and asceticism-see- ms to be the

1. m arr counterpart of what Horace was in his
-- .' !( V ordinary prosalo mood. When Horaces) that

I tlj f
be would not exchsnge bis Independent ease for

I ffj all the wealth of Arabia, he writes In the spirit,
I fi. almost the tone, of Lucillus. Horace, indeed,
I ial fe hwl none ' tn "fle'e indignation" of the
I iS "Wr mlri,t "bloh reappeared, long after- -

& fvlf ward, under different clrcumsunces, Injure- -
iffi L naL Nor had Lucillus any of the fiii! benigiui

I KfeJ?, vino, "Talent's kindlier vein." which was tho
I tk$ chief endowment of Horace, But In their ordl- -

JJ . aary tastes and habits there seems to havo been
I 9K real affinity between the friend of Miecenaat )(' and the friend of Sclplo and IaIIus.
I
I P "'

, ft JU tnatter of oourss.hl resolute spirit of
IfL i would influenoe the relation

if I f Karac (9 Uim aad deteraw hi deepest

SBBBBBBsWk.!
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convictions. We see him maintain the attitude
In presence of both Mrecenas and Augustus,
though ungrudging In the expression of his

gratitude to the former and of his loyal admira-

tion for the latter, lllssplrltof and
enabled him to live on an Inti-

mate footing with many distinguished contem-txirarl-

without being absorbed by any of

them. To the same e should be

attributed the fact that, while confess-
ing In a vein if humorous exaggera-

tion to innumerable follloi, arising from
a love of pleasure, in the earlier part
of his career, he never, as Catnllus. Tlbul-lu- s,

and Propertlns did, allows his happiness
andpescs of mind to be at tho mercy of any
one, whether man or woman. So, likewise. In
his attitude toward the leaders of the philo-

sophical srhool, he does not, like Lucretius, give
way to an excees of hero worship, but acknowl-edge- s

allegiance to no school or master. Ho
Judges them all candidly, and confines himself
to taking from them all what he finds truo In

his own experience. The only philosophical
teacher by whom he seems personslly attracted
is the Cyrenalo Arlatlppus. In hint Horace
seems to recognize the ssme detaohment
from alien lnflilenos which he reco-
unted in Lucillus, and whloh he culti-

vated In himself. Again, in his art,
while knowing how to turn to the best account
tho masterpieces of Greek lyrical poetry, he pro-

claims his own reliance on himself; Out rldl ftdU
ilxix regit txamen. "He who has faith In himself
rules the swarm a a leader." His success in
art was due to the union of absolute trust In his
own powers with perfect knowledee of their
limitations. Theeamo spirit manifested Itself
in his contemplation of the ultimate mysteries
of human life. He is as free as Lucretius from
tho superstitions which disturbed the peace of
many of his contemporaries. It is true that
Horace seems halt to believe in a power, un-

controllable by man, which determines
the destinies of Individuals; a power
to which he gives the vartpes names
of Fortune, God, Jove, a power which gives
and takes away the blessings of life, according
to its own will or caprice, regarded Indifferent
moods as a righteous will or a mooklng caprice.
But, even of this power, ho claims to be Inde-
pendent, not. Indeed, for external goods, but for
his happiness ; Std $at3 ett orart Jovtm quae dona t
et aufert; Dtt vitam, dtl ojr. axjuum mi nnt-mu-

Ipse parabo, "Let It suffice to pray to Jove
for what he gives and takes away; lethlmglve
life, let him ulve wealth, my gift to myself shall
be a steadfast soul." In the midst of all his
contentment with his lot he never forgets
the Inevitable end. Unt he seeks no comfort
outside himself. He does not, like Virgil, meat
the thought of death, "the thought of Inex-

haustible melancholy," with the vague hope of
a spiritual life hereafter. He accepts the
thought of death with a recognition calmer. If
less lofty than that of Lucretius. Like Mon-
taigne, he seems to feel that the way to " fight
death" Is to "disarm blm of hla novelty and
strangeness, to converse and bo familiar with
him," and tbatthe "premeditation of death la
tbe premeditation of liberty." He draws from
this premeditation the leson rightly to use and
wisely to enjoy that which alone Is at a man's
command, the present hour.

III.
The author of these essays would regard this

attitude as ths central quality
In the character of Horace and the chief source
of bis Intellectual and moral power. It Is, at
the same time, pointed out that this, after all,
explains only one side of his nature. No writer
of whom we know so much through his own
work seems to bare combined In the same de-

gree the capacity of being happy alone with ap-

titude for social life and keen enjoyment of It,
While the first characteristic waa tbe condition
of bit Inspiration, of his meditative habit and of
hla literary excellence, to the second he owed
many of the materials of bis art, and also the
sanity of his genius, the moderation and truth of
his Judgment, and bis Immunity from the weak-
nesses and extratagance of the literary tem-
perament. His relations to society were deter-
mined by reflection as mnch as by Impulse. In
his lonely musings he considered not only how
he could be true to himself, but how he should
be dufcis amtete, "agreeable to his friends." Ills
early admission into a social circle Inheriting
the traditions of a governing aristocracy al-

though the son of a f reedman, he was a military
tribune at Phlllppl before he was S4
year old Implies the possession of some
great social charm; and the nature of
that charm W Is Indicated not only In
tbe humor and gayety of many of his writings,
but in the manifold proofs, gl en In his Odes
and Epistles, of appreciation and consideration
for others, and In the evidence which all his
writings afford of tact and good sense, of free-
dom from vanity and His satire.
Indeed, made enemies, and be was feared and
disliked by those who felt themselves to be ex-

posed to It. But even tbe exercise of this
faculty was restrained In him by a high sense of
honor. There is no charge which he repels
with moro grave earnestness than tint of taking
pleasure In hurting the feelings of others. There
Is no character which he describes with
auch concentrated scorn as that of the slan-
derer and backbiter. Among the breaches
of honor which he most strongly condemns
Is the betrayal of a secret, and among
the qualities to which he assigns the high-
est praise Is faithful silence. He professes
tousehlssatlrlo "stilus" only in
or against the enemies and nuisances of society.
There Is no doctrine which he preaches with
more sense and good feeling than he does that
of charitable Indulgence to the faults of our
friends. If It Is safe to Infer what hla conduct
was from that which he fervently approted,
the conclusion would be that Horace's rela-
tions with all those with whom he lived on
terms of Intimacy and they Included all
who were best worth knowing In Homan
society were regulated like those of the
best men In our own day, by a high sense
of honor, a tolerant temper and a kind heart.
Traces of the same temper may be found In his
relations to slaves and social Inferiors, as In the
liberties which he allowed Davusto take with
him, in the Indulgence which he shows to his
overseer, his sympathy with tho ruitica Pitt-dil- c

who may have been his rttllca. or farm
servant, and the kindly appreciation which he
expreases for his country neighbors. Yet, while
Horace was a true friend, not even Mr. Sellar, to
whom lie Is Intensely s mpatbetlc, professes
to recognize In him tbe Impulsively affec-
tionate nature which Is the great attraction
of Catullus. There Is a certain degree, not. In-

deed, of the coldness observed In bis love af-

fairs, but of reserte, In bis every expression of
feeling, except toward one or two persons, nota-
bly MtLcenaa and Virgil. He Is moro ready to
sympathize with the signs of v, arm affection
bestowed on others than to claim them for him-
self. Thus, for instance, the ode on the return
of PlotlusNnmlda from Spain naturally nug.
gests a comparison with that of Cntullus on the
return of Verannlus. But, while Catullus thinks
of his own Joy In gnetlnrt his friend
with the most unrestrained demonstration? of
affectIon-ndpllcnn- jiie rotlum, Juctmditm o ocij.
loji luairfuior, "Winding my arms about thy
neck, I will kiss thy dear mouth nnd eyes"
Horace pictures to himself those proofs of

as bestowed on --Kilns Lamia, a duarer
friend and a younger man than himself; Carfi
multa sodallbuf, nulll jiltua (omen tllviiitl osciila
qitam dulcl Lamia, "To bis dear companions
he awards many a kiss, yet to none more than
lo delightful Lamia." So, too. In hla sorrow for
tholoss of Qulntlllus. he thinks more of tbe pain
which It will cause to Virgil tlmn of bis own
pain; Slultit illthonlt fltUttl nccUUt, nullt flehl.
UorquamWil, t'lrulll, "Ho dies by many good
men went, but wept by none more than by
thet., my Virgil," buch expressions Mr. Seller,
would exolatn partly br Horace's dislike to
roakuanyparado of his deepest feelings, but
partly also by tho spirit or renunciation which
tbe poet showed in regard to worldly honors, to
wealth, and to life Itself, As he held that most
was to be got out of life by not valuing It too
much, and most enjoyment from worldly goods
by not calculating ton absolutely on their

Quanta qutsgu rlM plura ntgavtrit, a
dlspluro fertt, "Tbe more any one shall hay
denied himself, so muoh tbe more shall he gain
from tbe god"-a- o, even to tbe higher blessing
ofaflccUocUvrace did not abaadsn himself

asaiajJBeaLMllI't,,;,1-';'';-- ,. i! Jt

too unreservedly. He cultivated moderation,
mMloeriftU, In feeling'. Just aa he desired the
golden mean, or aurca medlocrttns, of station.

IT.
A farther point to be noted Is that, while

nora.ee seems to attaoh more Importance to ths
practical duties' and the right management of
life than to literary fame, yet he undoubtedly re-
garded literature as the serious business of hi
life. The proudest feeling of his being expresses
Itself In the confident claim to Immortality
which be makes for his lyrical poetry. Of his
satires and epistles, which have met n tth nearly
as much favor In modern times, he spsaka al-

most slightingly as undeserving of the title
of poetry, and as likely to be popular In
Rome only so long as they are
new Cnru rtt ifomoj donee f Oatrtt atat,
"Thou shnlt be liked at Rom till the lapse of
time shall make thee stale." Yet, even In thftse
works which he seems to regard a Intended
merely for the current age, and whloh seem to
be the result of such easy workmanship, Horace
alms nt correcting, both by precept and ex-

ample, the fashion of careless oompotltton whloh
had come down from ruder times,

Horaco undoubtedly felt, however, that the
great work of his life was to discover and make
perfect the vehicle of expression for that vein
of lyrical Inspiration, rplrlfum Graiat lenuem
Cumcnae, " the delicate spirit of the Grecian
muse," the first trace of which he finds In the
poetlo fancies of his childhood, and of which he
must have become more fully conscious through
the sympathetic study of the early Greek lyrlo
poets. But a gift so exquisite and rare could not
be perfected, could, Indeed, hardly be kept alive
amid the buatle, distraction, and pleasures of
Home. By a man of Horace's social tempera-
ment, the career of a lyrical poet could
only be followed apart from the crowd
and amid the peace and beauty of na-

ture; me oWtdum nenrus JVvmphnrumqiie
hvti cum Salvrit chert sreernunt popnlo, "The
cool grove and the light-foote- d choirs of nymphs
dancing with ratyrs draw me away from the
crowd." It Is to the "streams among the or-

chards of Tiber and the thick foliage of the
prove" that he attributes "his distinction In
JEollan song." It Is around "tbe groves and
river banks of Tiber" that, " like the Matlne bee
sipping the sneets of tbe wild thyme," he, with
unremitting toll and Joy, moulded bis thoughts
and experience Into form and melody. It Is In
tho same place, or among the Sabine highlands,
or In tho cool mountain air of Praeneaste, or be-

neath tbe clear okles of Balae that he Is most
conscious of bis Inspiration; Vater, Camtnae,
vttltr in arduotu tollor Sabinot, " It Is w hen I am
borne along the Sabine heights that I Am yours,
yo Mutes, wholly yours." That love of nature
which is one of the greatest obarms in Horaco's
lyrical art may be said to be the condition of
its existence.

Two other points remain to be marked by Prof.
Sellar among tbe poet's personal characteris-
tics, as these are clearly deduclble from his
writings. The first 1 the measure of his taste for
pictorial, plastic, and glyptic art. TbeAugnstan
age and the age preceding It were times In which
the Roman mind became eminently susceptible
to the beauty of art In the various forms of
architecture, sculpture, .pictures, gems, cups,
and furniture. Tbe desire to possess the most
precious works of art became a strong passion
among tbe richer classes, and the affectation of
connolsseurshlo was apparently aa oommon as
In modern times. Horace hits at these weak-
nesses in bis Satires, and even profesnes Indif-

ference to the possession of such objects of de-

sire, and boasts of his own contentment with
the plain furniture, the " munda tuprll&r " whleh
aulted bis means. We are reminded, however,
by Prof. Sellar that we need not. In thejease of
Horace, any more than In the case of Cicero,
who equally condemns the extravagant devo-

tion to art, yet whoso early letters to Attlcus
attest bis anxiety to adorn bis villas with tho
works of Greek artists, take these professions
of Philistine obtusenesa,ae Indicative of any
insensibility to the refining Influence of the
pictures of the eye. In tho license which the
poet allows to Davus in tbe seventh satire of
the second book he seems to admit the enjoy-

ment which he derived from the plotures of
Pauslaa, who waa famous for ths minute per-

fection and delicacy of his workmanship.
There are passagss, also. In his Odes and Epis-

tles which show appreciation of such delights,
though he will not permit them to disturb the
balance of his mind nor acknowledge that they
have an equal claim with the work of the poet
to perpetuate the great qualities of men. It
is, however, the form and workmanship of his
Odes which bear the most conclusive, though
indirect, testimony to the power which art hod'
over his taste and Imagination. The mythology
of his Odes seems In many cases to be trans-
ferred from the figures on groups of the sculp-
tor or painter, and especially from engravings
on gems, which probably bad the same attrac-
tion for blm as tbe minute art of Pauslaa. The
finished form and delicate workmanship, and
the clear, sharp Impressions of the Odes show a
power of representation akin to that of those
nameless artists whose works have coma down
tons. The power of musical sound, moreover,
equnlly with the power of artistic form, bus
passed Into bis works, and It Is In tbrlr song
and muslo that he finds the chief charm of
Tyndarls and Phyllis when be Invites those
ladles to his Sabine farm.

V.
It is, finally, in bis lovo of books that Prof.

Sellar considers Horaco a type of tho finest cul-
ture of hlsownor any other nee. If tboAurustan
poet teems to undervalue the older national lit-
erature, this Is, ne are reminded, because he
was almost alone In fighting the cause of his
contemporaries, Virgil, Vurlus, and the rest,
asalnst the critics n bo disparaged the present
age as compared with the past. He evinces,
nevertheless, a truo appreciation of the merits,
aa well as of the faults, of Ennlus and other
writers of an eldor time, and his satires,
and even his odes, show how dseply he
was Imbued with the style and sentlrasnt
of Terence, as well as of Terence's mas-
ter. Menander. If he does not name Lucre-
tius or Cicero, he reveals that ha was a student
of their philosophy and their dlotlon; and, not-
withstanding hla alight and apparently dispar-
aging mention of Catullus, he discloses his ap-

preciation of him by not infrequent imitations
of his language and tone. It Is, however, tbe
love of Greek literature that especially distin-
guishes blm. In poetry, alone among

disregards theAlexandrlans
and goes back to tbe oldest and purest sources,
the itifrart funltt, "untainted springs,"
namely. Homer, Arobllochna, and the
whole range of Greek lirlcal poeta from
Alcmus and Sappho to Pindar and Blmo-nlde- s.

As a satirist, ha was a student
ot tbe authors of the old as well as of tbe later
Greek comedy, of Eupolls. as well as of Menan-
der. In bis studies of moral philosophy, also, he
seems to have gone back to the older writers,
and professes to be a disciple of Arlstlppus
rather than ot Epicurus, ItisCbryslppus and
Crantor rather than more recent representa-
tives of their views who are quoted as the au-

thorities on tbe philosophy of tba Poroh and the
Academy. As a crltlo, on the other hand, he
seems to have attached himself to the Alexan-
drians, who were In that department as strong
as they were weak la the province of creative
literature.

Apart altogether, therefore, from tbeartlttlo
charm ot hla works and their power ot bringing
back the lire, and mind, and spirit of a great
age In the history and development of civiliza-
tion, the study of Horace brings bufore u a
personality of great human Interest which we
can know as Intimately as wo can that of any
man of letters of recent times. Ihe study also
brings before us, as lias been said, a representa-
tive of the best and purest Hteraiyandartlstlo
culture. It would bo to run counter to the spirit
In which he appeals to us to make him out more
perfect or more earnest In character than be
has depicted himself. But. after all allowances
are mado for the love of pleasure and for tbe
love of tbe great world which li does not pro-fo-

to conceal, for some measure of failure In
tbe higneit enthusiasm, and fdrobvmua limita-
tions, both In genius and spiritual life, we,
nevertheless, feel that there Is hardly any
writer of any period of whom we seem to be
able to make so familiar a frUnd.fromwhoB

w can learn si muoh In knowledge of the
World, In manners. In culture. In good sense. In
consideration for others, without feeling him
too far removed from the snhereof our ordinary
Ufa and associations..

Tke Federal Ceaetllntloa la Maeeaehasette.
About all that is generally known concerning

the reception ot the Federal Constitution In
Massachusetts Is derived from the proceedings
ot the State Convention, as these are set forth
In "Elliot's Debates," and from the comments
thereon in Ilancroft'a "History of tho Forma-
tion of the Constitution." There are other
sources of Information in contemporary docu-
ments, and It Is high time that these should bo
turned to account. This lus now been done by
Samokl, UAMmgTxn IUnntNO, Assistant Pro-
fessor ot History In the Indiana University, the
outcome of whose Investigations Is published In

volume entitled Tha Contest Oprr f he Ratifica-
tion of the h'cderal Cbnstttutton in the State of
Masaachuttttt (Longmans, Green Co.). The
author undertook the work while he was
connected with the Seminary of American hla.
tory and Institutions In Harvard University
during the years 1803-0- and he was Impelled
to tho Inquiry, he tells us, by a belief that only
through a more thorough study, than had been
hitherto made, of the Internal political history
of the States, during the Revolutionary War and
In the period immediately following It, could a
right understanding be obtained of the subse-
quent party struggle In national politics, by
which the Interpretation of the Constitution
was fixed and the scope and general poltoy
of tbe new Government were determined.
The materials used In the preparation of
this essay are grouped under the fol-

lowing heads, namely, manuscripts In the
arohlves of Massachusetts, contemporary
pamphlet and newspapers, the published
correspondence of men of the time, and the re-

ports ot the debates of the ratifying Conven-
tion. The report reprinted In "Elliot's De-

bates" waa based on notes taken chiefly by
Benjamtn Russell of the Jfdssaehuseft CtnttntX,
and was first published In that paper. The best
edition of the "Massachusetts Debates" was
Issued In 1850, under the authorization of the
Legislature; here we have not only the debates
as reported by Russell, but also brief notes taken
by Theopbllus Parsons, which are often of con-

siderable alue In supplementing and correcting
the former; tbe Jonrnal of tbe Convention Is
also Included, together with petitions from sev-

eral towns concerning contested elections and
the actions of committees thereon. We add
that minutes of tbe proceedings of the Conven-
tion were also kept bv Jeremy Belknap; these
were published In 1858, and, though brier, are
often usefnl.

I.
In an Introductory chapter, Mr. Harding

points out that by 1787 there had arisen In
Massachusetts a pronounced antagonism In
political matters between the upper and the
lower clases. By this antagonism whlcb, next
to the confidence of the masses In their ability
to pass upon all questions of government, was
tbe great characteristic of the period. Is meant
something more than the latent hostility born
of envy, which frequently exists on the part of
those who have not a competence toward those
who have. This undoubtedly was an element In
Its composition, but not tbe sole or tbe most lm- -
portant one. Economic and political Influ-
ence of far greater weight entered Into
It, and It was chiefly owing to these
that by the year 1787 the antagonism of
classes had developed Into an earnest If not a
bitter contest between the forces of aristocracy
and democracy for the control of the State
Government. In the development of this con-
test. It was tbe democracy that had taken the
initiative. The distrust of tbe upper classes
was partly a natural consequence of the growth
or the democratic spirit which accompanied the
Revolution, but partly, also. It was the outcome
ol special causes. One of these cabass'Is dts- -i

cernlbln In the fact that so mnny "ot ihe profes-
sional men and men of property and edncatlon
had either remained loyalists or given but a
lukewarm eupport to the measures of
the patriot party; another causa waa tbe
natural antagonism of Interest between town
and country, between agricultural and com-
mercial sections; still a third Is to be found In
the economlo and legal conditions of the times,
which, after the conclusion of peace, speedily
brought into wide disrepute one ot the most
consplcuonselementsof thearlstoc racy, namely,
the legal profession. It was the antagonism be-

tween town and country, accentuated after the
war by the contrast between the poverty of the
farming regions and tbe comparatU e luxury of
the maritime towns, that made the removal of
the capital from Boston a capital artlole of the
platforms put forward by the leaders of Shays's
Rebellion, and that helped to break down the
popular prejudice against Impost and ex-

cise taxes, this, in turn, leading to tbe at-

tempt to throw the burden of taxation on com-
merce. In 1780 87 opposition to the "over-
bearing power or oppressive lawyers" had be-

come even more widespread than the desire for
the removal of th? capital. There was much
legitimate ground for dissatisfaction with the
administration ot the law as it was conducted
at this time. Fees of all sorts Mere high, and
imprisonment for debt was not only allowed,
but waa of frequent occurrence. The form
taken by the movement for relief was two-fol- d :

First, to abolish " the pernicious practice of the
law," allowing each citizen to " support and de-

fend his cnuse before any conrt of law, with tbe
same freedom as before arbitrators," and, sec-
ondly, toexclnde lawyers from all offices within
the gift of the people.

The rcault of tne growing dlatruat of the
upper clases waa to be seen in the change in
the character of the men who. after tbe Revo,
lotion, were intrusted with office. This was
remarked by John Adams, upon his return In
1788 from his nlne-yea- r residence abroad.
"The constancy ot the people in a course of
annnal elections," he writes, "has discarded
from their confldenco almost all the old stanch,
firm patriots who conducted tbe revolution In
all the civil departments, and has called to the
helm ptlpta muoh more selfish and much less
skilful." The revolt whloh broke out In the West-
ern counties In 1780-8- 7 under Daniel Shays,
and which waa designed to coerce the Govern-
ment Into granting tho demands of the popular
leaders, seems to have been the last straw
which broke the back of tbe arlstooracy and
goaded it into reprisals. It was this wMoh
crystallized the existing class hostility Into
definite political opposition. A writer signing
hlmi-el- "Attlcus" In the Independent Chronlele
of Boston for Oct. 18, 1787. undertakes to as.
sign the very moment at which this crystalli-
zation took place. From tbe countermanding
of tho order for the troops to go to Concord to
support the Court of Common Pleas In Septem-
ber, 1787, two parties, he said, had arisen In the
Htatei First, " that of tho populace," which
tended to "general levellsm and democratlo
turbulence;" aecomlly, thatof the rich, of men
ot "austere political prlnolples," which
tended to " an alteration of tbe Con-
stitution of onr btate and the subjec-
tion of the pooplu to a rigid aristoc-
racy." Tho roason why these parties arose Jnst
at that time, according to this writer, was that
the populace thought that the moment had
come when they could shake off their obliga-
tions to the rich without punishment, while the
rioh Judged from the countermanding of the
order to the troops that the existing laws were
no longer sufficient for tne protection of their
interests. Tbe attitude which seems to have
been taken generally by men of education and
property at this time Is Indicated by a letter
from Theodore Sedgwlok to itufus King.
"Every man of observation," writes Sedgwick.
"Isoonvlnced that the end of Government se-

curity cannot be attained by the exercise ot prln-clp-

founded on democratlo equality. A war
Is now actually levied on tbe virtue, property
and distinctions In tbe community, and, how.
ever there may be an appearance of a tempo-
rary cessation of hostilities, yet tbe flame will
again and again break out." Henry Xnox, who
had been a batter, but was now a Majur-Gener-

and an aristocrat, took even a more downright
view of the matter. "The democracy," lie
wrote to King, who was then attending the Fed. .

eral Convention at Philadelphia, " might be
managed, nay. It would remedy Itself, after be-

ing sufficiently fermented! bat the Til Btat,

Governments ara sourceaot pollution which will
contaminate tha American name, perhaps for
ages. Machines that must produce 111, but
cannot produce good; emlte tbem In the
namo ot God and the people." Another
Illustration of ths Ylcws of the

faction Is cited by Mr. Harding
from a pamphlet "by a native of Boston"
(Jonathan Jaokson), published at Worcester In
1788. In this the author, after commenting on
the fact that "mnch haa been lately said of
arlstocrattcal men nnd principles." and that
great alarms havo been founded thereon, asserts
that the greatest risk of the people Is "their
proneness to a highly democratlcal government,

government In which they would bedb-ecte- by
no rule but their own will and caprice, or the lu.
terested wishes of a very few persons,who aJVct
tosueakthe sentiments of the people." "The
people In any numbers," he eays In another
place, "cannot even be trotted to appoint those
who shall manage for them, they are so liable,
when together In large numbers, to be acted
upon and cajoled by those who. In every

are upon the wntch to deceive, and
aottve'togatn authority to themselves for sin-
ister views." Hence, he proposes a scheme for
political action through a complicated system
of Intermediate electors. On the other hand,
such ultra arlstocratlo views reacted to
strengthen democratlo tendencies In many who
did not sympathize with the projects for debt
repudiation which were advocated by the
popular party. Thus an extremely Intelligent
woman, the author of a history of tho American
Revolution, Mrs. Mercy Warren, wife of James
Warren of Plymouth, Speaker of the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives In 1787-8- a wo-
man whose affiliations through her husband and
hla friends were with the democratlo faction, saw
in Shays's revolt only "discontents artificially
wrought up by men who wish for a more strong
and splendid Government." To the same effect
Is a communication In the Boston Independent
ChronfcU, under date of Oct. 4, 1787: "A num-
ber of men who have pretended to be disgnsted
at the late unhappy commotion," asserts the
writer, "secretly rejoice at the opportunity of
establishing, under pretence of necessity, a ty-

rannical rule. In the room of.our free and happy
(State! Constitution. A certain mark by which
these are distinguished Is their repeated decla-
ration that the people have not virtue enough
to bear a free Government when. In
faot, nothing has taken place here but what
has happened in every form of govern-
ment yet established In the world." Thus, by
the close of 1787, we And In Massachusetts a
democracy Incensed at what it considers the
oppressions, actual and prospective, of the aris-
tocracy, fairly united In Ita plans of political
action, and abundantly confident ot Its power
lo decide all political matters whatsoever, un-
aided by the advice of the upper classes. The
arlstocratlo element In tbe State had looked to
the Convention at Philadelphia for such a Fed-
eral Constitution as would enable it to main-
tain that ascendancy In mature of government
whloh had of old been the lot of men of wealth
and education, but whlcb of late had been seri-
ously threatened by the encroachments of the
Jealousdemocracy. Though It did not get all that
was desired at the hands of the Convention,
the Massachusetts aristocracy found the new
Constitution. In tbe main, acceptable. Just In
proportion, however, aa it was welcomed by the
upserclaeses.lt promised to prove unacoept- -
able to the populace. Under the Influence of the
existing antagonism of social elements, what-
ever met with the favor of tbe aristocracy came
shortly to be regarded with suspicion by tbe
democracy; and. In the contest which ensued
for ratification, the dread of fastening Irre-
trievably upon themselves the power of the
aristocracy, unquestionably formed the chief
factor In determining the greater portion of the
Inhabitants of tbe State, especially thoso of the
rural district, to oppoee resolutely the adop-
tion of the new system.

II.
A copy of the Federal Constitution was re-

ceived at Boston on Sept. 28, 1787, and was
published the next day in an extra of tbe Jfassa-chuiet- ti

Ctnlintl. Within ten day thereafter
it had appeared In all the papers of tbe State,
and various pamphlet editions were soon offered
for sale. Thus. In tbe course of a few weeks,
the new plan of Federal Government was made
accessible to all the reading citizens of the State,
and epeedlly became the chief subject of publlo
and private dlscusstou. Tbe first Impression
was generally favorable. Knox wrote on Oct. 3.
"The people of Boston are enraptured
with It as It Is. but would have liked It
still better had It been higher toned;" on
the 7th, CristopherGore reported: "The Federal
plan la well esteemed, and the adoption will be
easy." About the same time James Sullivan
wrote: "I flatter myself It will meet with no
opposition In this Slate " The apparent pre-
ponderance of sentiment at first In favor of the
Constitution Is partly ascribed by Mr. Harding
to ths fact that the advocates of the plan came
forward more promptly than Its opponents. It
was not long, however, before euch extravagant
expectations as those entertained by Sullivan
were removed. In the contest which ensned
Elbrldge Gorry, although lie had been one of the
dissentients In the Philadelphia Convention,
teems. Id the main, to havo kept In the back-
ground; but, owing to nls participation In
that body, considerable weight attached
to his objections to the Constitution pub-
lished In letters and a pamphlet, and sum-
marized In a report to the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court, a report which he la said to have
composed In New York, In concert with Rich-
ard Heury Lee, the arch-enem- y of the proposed
system, and which the advocates ot the Consti-
tution admit did considerable harm to their
cause. Tho first assault upon the Constitution
printed in Massachusetts seems to have been
that which was made in the Muuachuactti
Oattttt of Oct. 0. 1787. but, with each succes-
sive issue of the press thereafter, tbe number of

pieces Inoreased. In the main
the original articles were tbe work of a com-
paratively few men living In or near Bos-

ton; these were then copied in the pa-
per of the interior, and, with arti-
cles clipped from paper outside the
Bute, formed tbe bulk of the
literature. It Is difficult to Identify the authors,
but. In Mr. Harding's opinion, various Indica-
tions Justify the belief that James Warren,
Benlamln Austin, James Wlnthrop, and Samnel
Adams were the chlet persona concerned. It Is
acknowledged by tbe author of this essay that.
In general, the articles evince good temper,
literary ability, and a fair amount of candur.
The people d veiling In the Interior of the btate,
though they were mainly hostile to the new
plan of Federal Government, seem to have made
only two contributions of considerable length to
the literature directed against tbe new system.

One of these, signed " Cornelius," appeared In
the llamvthtre Chrnniclt of Dec. 11 and 18. 17H7,
and Is given In an appendix to this book.
Mr. Harding does It but Justice when be de-

scribes It as a d production. Still
higher praise must be given to the letters pub-
lished In the Jlfaatnuf(f tVntlnel, under the
signature or "A Republican Federalist," and
attributed to James Warren, Tho author or
these letters contended that the proposed Con-
stitution violated the Instructions given to the
delegates sent by Massachusetts to the Phila-
delphia Convention, and was also a subversion,
not only of the compact contained In tho Arti-
cles of Confederation, but of the State Conven-
tion of Massachusetts. It is certain that the
Massachusetts Legislature In both of Its
resolves on the subject authorized Its
delegates to take part in tho Philadel-
phia Convention solely for the purpose of re-

vising tbe Articles of Confederation, and of re-

porting lo Congress and the several legislatures
such alterations and provisions as should, vv ben
agreed to In Congress and confirmed by the
State, render the Federal Constitution ade-
quate to the exigencies of government. It is
also certain that the Articles ot Confederation
themselves provided that they should be per-
petual, and that no alteration should be made
in" thsm at any time, unless such alteration
ehould havu been agreed to b the Congress
of the United States, and have been after-
ward confirmed by the legislature of
every Btate. It Is no less certain that
tb State Constitution ot Massachusetts,
adopted In 1780, which would be superseded by I

thy Federal Constitution whenever the two In--

strumsnts wera Irreconcilable, contd only be
amended, provided two-thir- of the qualified
voter pronounced, at r. special election. In
favor of a revision, whereupon they were sub-

sequently Invited to elect delegates for ths pur
Pose. So far, then, as the proposed Federal
Constitution superseded tho State Constitution
of Massachusetts, a ratification of It simply by
a Stat Convention could not be binding on the
citizens of the Bute, being directly repugnant
to an existing covenant. There were. In
fine, so It was asserted by the author
of these tetters, but two safe courses
for the coming State Convention to pur-

sue. One wok to adjourn until the,
position of Virginia, the second great leader ot
American publlo opinion, should be known; tha
other waa to return the proceedings of tbe Fed-

eral Convention to the Legislature, to be thence
remitted to Congress, there to be amended and
resubmitted to the Btates In a manner agree-
able to tbe provisions of the Articles of
Confederation, Tbe acceptance ot the

as It stood, tbe "Republican Feder-
alist" claimed, would be, we repeat, a disso-

lution of the government of Massachusetts, a
violation of the compact contained In the Stato
Constitution, and hence, could not be binding
on the citizen of tb State. It Is conceded by
Mr. Harding that the argument set forth
In these letter I able and Ingenious,
and at times, unanswerable on strictly
constitutional grounds. Two other letters con-

tributed totheCentind under tbe signature of
" Hampden," In wbom the author of this book
Is inclined to recognize James Sullivan, pro-
posed a series of amendments to the new plan ot
Federal government and advised that the State
Convention ehould ratify only on condition that
the new Congress should, at the very outset. In
Joint session, voting by States, take Into con-
sideration the amendment proposed by the
State Conventions, those In which any seven
States agreed, to be forthwith incorporated Into
the Constitution. Should there be none In which
seven State agreed, then the Constitution
should remain as It was.

III.
After a sharp contest In tbe Legislature, where

a motion was made to submit the Federal Con-
stitution to the people in their town meetings,
which undoubtedly would have rejected It by an
overwhelming vote, a State Convention waa
called and the towns were Invited to send dele-gate- s.

In spits ot tbe vital Importance of tbe
question at lasue. tt appears from the Journal of
the Convention that out of a 'total of some 318
towns entitled to send delegates 40 refused or
failed to do so. Of the delinquents, 31 were In
the District of Maine, and were, for tbe moat
part, tbe more recently Incorporated town-
ships, where the pressnre of debt and
the struggle wljh the wilderness lim-
ited political Interest chiefly to the flec-
tion of a Sheriff, Four of the remaining fifteen
were on the Cape, where the prevailing Interests
were almost equally removed from the general
current of politics. Notwithstanding tbe re-

missness of forty-si- x towns, the Convention
that assembled at Boston, Jan. 0, 1788, was ths
largest called In any State to pass upon ths
Federal Constitution, the names of 304 dele-
gates being returned to It, 3S8 of whom were
present when the final vote was taken. Accord
lng to the minutes of tbe proceedings kept by
Jeremy Belknap, it was the most complete rep-
resentation that ever was made of the State
of Massachusetts. On the Federalist s'de,
the leaders were men of ability and established
reputation, such as Nathaniel Gorham. Caleb
Strong, and Rufus King, all of whom had sat In
the Phlladelpba Convention:
Gen. Heath, Gen. Lincoln, and the rising states-
men. Theodore Sedgwick, Theophllus Parsons,

' and Fisher Ames. Of those openly In opposition,
there was scarcely a member who could be com-
pared with these. Dr. Samuel Holten of Dau-ver- s,

who. with Gerry and King, had. In 1785,
refused to present tbe resolve of the Massachu-
setts Legislature recommending a Federal Con-
vention, was almost the only exception, and be
was present only a portion of tbe time. The
position which Gov. Hancock would eventually
take was uncertain. The old patriot. Samuel
Adams, of whose secret opposition there can
now be no doubt, was Induced by various consid-
erations, including conspicuously a demonstra-
tion by the Boston mechanics, to refrain from
openly assailing the proposed Federal system.
Oliver Phelps, who had served In the Commis-
sary Department during ths war. and had
grown rich as a merchant In Berkshire county,
had been elected to the Convention; but, be-

coming convinced, apparently, that opposition
would be unsuccessful aifd unpopular, he had
resigned hla seat before the Convention met,
Nathan Dane, who, with Richard Henry Lee,
had taken tbe lead In Congress In the attempt
to amend the Constitution before submitting- - It
to the Stntes, was mortified on his return to
Massachusetts to find all whom he bad respected
In favor of the new system; he had, therefore,
held bis peace. Elbrldge Gerry, scemiDgly, had
not been a candidate. Cambridge, where he
lived, was so strongly prejudiced that an elec-
tion seemed to him hopeless. When the Con-
vention assembled, however, on the motion of
the opponents of the Constitution, a motion
which the friends of the new system dared not
oppose, he was Invited to take a place on the
floor to answer euch questions as might bo put
to him. but within a few days trouble arose be-
cause, unasked, he offered certain information;
a wrangle ensued which, for a time, threat-
ened very serious consequences, and, thence-
forth, Gerry stayed away from the Con-
vention. Who, then, wero the

leaders in the debate ? A half dozen
obscure men whose names are unknown, even to
most studenU of this period. William Wldgerly
of New Gloucester, Me., wa one of these,
bamuel Thompson of Topsbam, Me., was an-

other. A third determined enemy of tho pro-
posed Constitution was Samuel Nasson or Noson
of Sonford. Me. From Massachusetts proper
Dr. John Taylor of Douglas, Worcester county,
was the most conspicuous of the

Another delegate from this part of the
Slate who was active In opposition waa
Capt. Phanuel Bishop of Rehoboth. Bristol
county. Belknap style him "a noted Insur-
gent," and he seems to bay ridden Into
office on the crest of the Shayelte wave. To tbe
foregoing list of leaders might
be added the name ot Charles Turnsr of Scltu-at- e,

Plymouth oounty, who, during the first few
daya of the convention, was tbe ablest and roost
dignified, as well as one of the most sincere op-
ponents of the new plan of Government. Soon
after tbe opening of the sesslou, however, he
was seized with on Illness vrhlch confined him
to bis bed, thus removing him from the scene
of action at a critical conjuncture; further-
more, his influence was ultimately exerted and
his vote cast in favor of the Constitution.

IV.
The evidence collected by Mr. Harding ren-

ders It certain that, bad a vote been taken as
soon as the Convention assembled, It would
have been overwhelmingly against the proposed
Federal Government. Alive to their weakness,
the Federalist leader were wise enough to
adopt a conciliatory policy which mado their
ultimate triumph possible. This pollc, led
some of their opponents at least to give them
a candid hearing, and, that bearing once
obtained, the superior eloquence of tbe Fed-
eralists, coupled with the famous "concilia-
tory proposition" Introduced by Gov, Hau-coc- k,

ultimately secured enough converts to
change the balance of opinion and pro-
duce a majority in favor of ratification. It is
well known that Hancock's proposition was
that the Convention should ratify the Federal
Constitution unconditionally, but that the

should be accompanied with nn earnest
recommendation that the proper steps should
be Immediately taken to add nine epeclfied
amendments to tbe original text. When the
motion to ratify waa finally put. it was carried
by the close vote of 187 to 168, It will be seen
that the majority was only lD.NIne delegates
whose names had been returned to the Conven-tlo-

but who were not present when the vote
was taken, might have reduced tbe majority to
ten. Hearing in mind that It was mainly
the autl.Federallst town that were un.repmeUed. Mr. Harding thinks it may
lw safely asssrtsd that, out of the forty.
six delinquent corporations, there were enough
which wers to hay, procured

the rejection of the Constitution, The go
graphical distribution of the vote la Interesting,
From the four ooast counties, Suffolk, Essex,
Plymouth, and Barnstable, heavy majorities
favor of tboCoostltutlon were cast In each In.
stance, the total vote from the four being 100
yeas to 10 nays. Of the five counties. Middle.
sex, Bristol, Worcester, Hampshire, and Berk-
shire, the reverse Is true. From these counties '
trong majorities against tho Constitution were '

cast, the total being 00 yeas to ISO nay. Tha
vote from the three Maine counties, York, Cum. '
bcrland, and Lint oln.wns more evenly balanced, V
tbe yeas numbering a&, the nays fil. The out.
lying county of Dukes cast Its two votes In favor ?4
ot the Constitution; so. too. ths Cape Cod dls "V
trlot,sofar as It was represented, went solidly j&k

for the Constitution, with the exception of th '

one town of Sandwich. With regard to ths
results, John Avery, Jr.. wrote, under date of
Feb. 13, 1788, to George Thatcher, a deles-at- in '

.
Congress, thnt ho was "pleased,upon roflectlon,',
that the adoption was by so slender n majority! ' '
first, because It would avert much groundless
Jealousy "In the minds of our Southern breth-
ren;" If Massachusetts bad been more united it
might have been said that her cttlzens expected
greater advantages from the "carrying trade;"
and, secondly, because " the slenderness of th ,

majority wouldconvlnce Congress of the neces- -
Ity of agreeing to tho proposed amendment." j

Were Improper Influences used to secure ths
adoption of the Constitution by the Maasaohu.
setts Convention T Mr. Harding says that h
would not consider this unpleasant question,
were It not for two clrcumsunces. The first of '
these I tbe publication by a Doston paper dur-
ing the session of tho Convention of a direct I
charge that an attempt was being made to)

bribe st members of that body.
The text or this charge Is aa follows: "Tha
most diabolical plan Is on foot to corrupt tha
members of the Convention who oppose I

the adoption of the new Constitution. I

Large sums of money have been brought
from a neighboring SUte for that pur. v

pose, contributed by the wealthy. If so, is it
not probable there may be collections tor the
same accursed purpose nearer home?" Tb
second circumstance referred to is the assertion
by a reputable historical writer within the last
twenty years, Henry R. Dawson, editor of tha
old ffUtortVal Magazine, that "It Is very well
known Indeed, the son and biographer of oneof
the great leaders of the Constitutionalists In
New York has frankly admitted to us that
enongh member of tbe Massachusetts Conven-
tion were bought with money from New York to
secur the ratification of the new system by
Massachusetts." An examination of such evi-

dence aa Is now procurable leads Mr. Harding
to the conclusion that both of these charges are
without foundation. He is far from denying II
that there wa political knavery enough and to
spare among men of tbe revolutionary and m
constitutional period. There waa selfish dema-- B
gogy in abundance, shameless office seeking, IP
gross personal abuse In the press. Jockeying U
with tbe election laws. Intimidation, and ballot-- H
box stuffing. In many particulars, the un. fl
scrupulous politician of to-d- a haa merely H
Improved upon processes whloh were familiar fl
to popular leaders of a century ago. Never- - 1 9theloss, to all appearances, the actual H
bribery of the representatives of tbe peo. M
pie with money wa not a sin which can be J
brought boms to our fathers. Dawson's refer-- LH
enceto"the son and biographer of one of ths t ml
great leaders of the Constitutionalists In New H
York " seem to point to J. C. Hamilton, the son ID
of Alexander Hatsntlton. In J. O. Hamllton'a m
"Lire "or his rather, however, there seems to be HJ
no basis for such a charge as the one quoted. Mr. HJ
Harding deems It probable tbat the subsuncs HJ
of Dawson's assertion unless. Indeed, he bad Hi
in mind a personal communication Is merely a HI
repetition of the charge eonulned In the earlier H
newspaper publications (In connection with HJ
which It is made), reEnforced by a nebulous re- - HJ
membrance or some statement made In Hamll- - HE
ton's book which seemed to him to give color to HJ
the charge. This view is rendered the mors IHJ
probable by the fact that both changes referred HJ
the source of corruption to "a neighboring HJ
State." though, as we shall see presently. It wa jTft
Rhode Island that was meant thereby in one Mm
case, while New York I expressly named In the IHJ
other. It Is scarcely conceivable tbat a second HJk
and Independent etream ot corruption ehould IHJ
have existed, and yet have remained absolutely Hi
unnoticed by persona contemporary with tbe oc-- 191
currencee. Mr. Harding goea on to show that Hjf
at the opening of the next session, after the HJ
publication of th bribery and corrun-- HI
tlon article above quoted, a demand was Hi
made In the Convention by Bowdoln HJ
and other Federalists for an Investigation Hj
or the charges contained therein. Against the HJ
protests or leaders-prote- sts HJ
which of themselves raised the presumption of HE
falsity against ths charge a committee was HJ
appointed to Inquire Into the matter. In spite iHJ
or the refusal of the printers to give the name VJ
of their Informant, he ultimately proved to be jaw
one Col. William Donnlson, who, in a card over HJ
his own signature, confessed that the only iH
grounds he had for his assertion were, I ,jV
first, the statement of one citizen to another, fU
which be bad overheard, that a plan was iW
"on foot to silence Mr. Natson," and, secondly, IB
another statement by a credible person tbat ijE
he was told at Providence, nbont a week before, ;H
by a reputable gentleman there, tbat abagct ImW
money had been sent down to Boston to quiet iHJ
the members of the Convontlon ' position lo JjHJ
the new Constitution." After the publication
of this charge, not even tbe most rabid Antl- -
Federalist ventured to repeal the chame. It MH
waa universally felt to be absolutely baseless. HT

Even after the adoption of the Constitution
by the Convention, some traces of l. WR
Ism are to be found In the action of tne Masaa. fluchusetts General Court, which assembled at Hb
Boston toward the close of February, 178S. nDi
Gov. HancocK. In his address, had not hesitated HL
to give that praise to the new Tederal stem mw
which. In tbe previous October, he had not SIdeemed it "within the duties of his office" to
nrcord; and of the Convention Itself he saysi
"I believe there was never a bod v nf men as- - nkm
eemblsd with greater pnrlty of Intention or l!Hhigher zeal for the publlo Interest " This IJHpraise, both of the measure and of the men mm
ratifying It. waa echoed In the reply as nrigl- - Wnally framed, but Phanuel Bishop took eicep--
tlon to It and had the support of a major- -
Ity or the members or the House. The H)
matter waa settled by a voU that the Hreply, as reported by tbe committees AW
of the two houses, and as voted by th Senat Hiahonld be referred to a committee Instructed to
report "such amendmsnta thereto as that th H
said address, when passed, may not contain any WW
opinion nf the Legislature npon the merit" of
the O nstltutlon." In one other way the Anti. ntedernllst sentiments of the Massaohusetta IK
House of Representatives were manlfestcC. 31
That body refused to sanation thepubllcatlnn of ilthe address to the people In which the Conven- - HI
tlon had undertaken to answer the objections lo HItho Inderal Constitution, and, accordingly, the H
address was never published, though the menu- - HI
script of It has been preserved. SIThere Is no doubt that the ratification of the JM
proposed federal Constitution by Massachi - !setu was the turning point In the oontest. an 1 YPconsequently well deserves the exhaustive atu,ly IB
which Mr, Harding has given It, Not only hn 1 Mi
that Stato Influence enough to decide many B
Motes which before had been wavering, but HI
had, by her "ooonlllatory proposition." rolntedout a war by which tbe Constitution mlaiit le IIsaved, while, at the same time, would brobvi Hi
ated tho dangers which, as many conceived, AWwould result from unconditional acceptance. "Bf

M. U . U. HI

Teaehlnar Bailer oa IIP
New LOUDON, Conn., Oct. SO.-C- apt noward I

Fish of Groton, one of the oldest skippers In the I
New York yacht fleet, has returned from New I
York for the winter. He has considerable to say
at tho rooms or tbe Jlhboom Club hrre con-
cerning the merits or tbe new department of
seainoushlp whloh the New York Nautical Coi-leg- o

Is about to open and is soon to tnvl'e
ac!itmen and sallormen all along the coast

to inspect. New London yacht t aptalus ate
especially Interested, rqr In tins department
l".x.prc,.e,',.m,nr..of thB mn who own theyachts which the New Londouers mil will n
5,..caled lntbs tethnlcal parts of a fn iittlSi".?8.8" ".' ,n navigation Capt li-h- I
porta a unique and complete culln Hon ' f Ilarge working models of ves.eis. ranging frui i I

ica,5oa,1 to u'0 aquare rig. a rlgulng I' l IImnd steam power capstans, and al sorts i U

marine apparatus, havo been provided In ths II
W'S "tti the vessels vv ere made by Hjexperts at I'olllon'a ard, two inontha bavinbeen devoted to the work. 1 lie masts of ilieiscraft are eight feet tall and of aeizu toallur 1

traliiiiigln liandllngail.orts or ng. Alpr- e-ent the member of tho Jlbboom flab, which Iscomposed mainly or sea Captain, are debating Hj
the claim mails for the college thai a thnrnnnh
Jm'-'-f uiu.m ,ot theoretical seamanship will be
S ? "' u P." shore, in a . arm room and nn AWfi.H,i i'. M"nr ' ' Captain queatlon
.ViVU(i M Practicable to teach the ban. HI8!!S!,?'.cr,u f '" under uch pleasant con
2.it.nrf?.Su ,1B tumbling deck ateea.whw) HH

sUawreoattuUi'alwuai, Immmmmmmmm4&Zlt-'j'-'''ykb- -
r--. tfiyt i:!Jmmm


